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A Message from our Church Moderator 
 
“The times,” as a 20th century poet once said, “they are a-
changin‟.”  It is strange to think about the amount of change 
we‟ve been through in the way we live our lives over the last two 
months.  Everything, it seems, is different, from the way we work 
to the way we shop to the way we worship.  It is interesting to 
watch as the news and the gently encouraging commercials try 
to find a word to define the time we are living 
through.  “Challenging.” “Difficult.”  “Unprecedented.” 
“Uncertain.”  I think that last is the one that resonates with me as 
we find ourselves in a constant state of adaptation and re-
adjustment to ever-changing landscape.  We try to stay in touch 
with the latest information and guidelines, do all the things to 
stay safe, and wonder how long this will go on.  We may not 
know when we can return to our normal routines, or even what 
they will look like after, but we know that God is faithful to see us 
through.  I am reminded of Romans 5:4, “…endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope.”  We endure on 
through these days, whatever they are to be called, always re-
membering the hope that we have in our Lord.  
 
Even with all that‟s changed for us, we continue on as a church 
and a family.  We may be distance-worshiping through video 
messages and having greeting time over the phone, but the life 
of the church goes on.  The council has met during the last two 
months (using the word “met” loosely, I suppose).  We have 
been in touch to plan our responses to the changing circum-
stances and to handle the ongoing business of the church.  The 
biggest item to note is that we have had Knox Roofing repair the 
damage to the social hall roofing and fix the damage from the 
windstorm earlier this year.  We are also working on continuous 
improvement to our tech, which includes the creation of our 
YouTube channel and updating of our Facebook page, with 
some exciting developments coming for our website.  
 
The times may be changing still, but we serve a God who does 
not, and we remain faithful to Him and to each other, we will 
come through until we can again worship together.    
 
Jerry Heberling 
Council Chairman & Church Moderator  
 

 
Fed by the Father 

God loves his little birds; for all his tender care he shows;  
a single sparrow cannot fall but its Creator knows. …  
 
God loves each little bird; but still more tender is his care  
for children who obey his will, than for the fowls of air.  
 
—Anonymous 
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“God is not a workaholic” 
 In Sabbath as Resistance, Walter 
Brueggemann likens our consumer-
ism-driven society to ancient Egypt. 
Hebrew slaves made bricks for store-
houses for the wealth of the upper 
class, at the top of which sat Phar-
aoh. Now, as then, the push is al-
ways to do more, earn more, make 
more; we worry there‟s not enough 
time or money. “In this system there 
can be no Sabbath rest,” says the 
author.  
 
Yet, at the culmination of creation, 
“God rested on the seventh day. God 
did not show up to do more. … God 
did not come and check on creation 
in anxiety to be sure it was all work-
ing.” And “because the creator is anx-
iety-free,” we can be too. “God is not 
a workaholic,” writes Brueggemann. 
“God does not keep jacking up pro-
duction schedules. To the contrary, 
God rests, confident, serene, at 
peace.” God‟s rest, in turn, gives us 
— who are created in his image — a 
“restfulness that contradicts the 
„drivenness‟” of Pharaoh‟s Egypt and 
modern society.  

Memorial Day May 25th  
We remember, O Lord, all those peo-
ple throughout the years who have 
made the supreme sacrifice for our 
country, for liberty, for us. Whenever 
we breathe the air of freedom or 
claim the right to justice or enjoy the 
privilege of worship, fill us with grati-
tude for those who selflessly gave the 
last full measure of devotion — their 
very lives — for our benefit.  
 
May these brave men and women 
now know the joy of eternity and your 
presence. And may the families of 
the fallen receive comfort and peace 
amid their grief. Help us as we minis-
ter to their needs. Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating a Birthday 

this Month 

 

Jan Carlton 5/9 

Marcie Chapman 5/18 

Donna Authelet 5/21 

Marty Powell 5/22 
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A Spirit Who 
Comforts 

 

In a time when 
life expectancy 
was around 40 
years, Hildegard 
of Bingen (1098-
1179) lived more 
than twice that 
long. The Bene-

dictine abbess and mystic wrote 
books and music, founded two con-
vents, conducted four “preaching 
tours” and much more, despite chron-
ic illness, lack of schooling, grave self
-doubt and a male-dominated church 
and society. Perhaps these poetry 
excerpts reveal her source of 
strength and inspiration:  
 
O comforting fire of Spirit,  
Life, within the very Life of all         
Creation.  
Holy you are in giving life to All. …  
 
O sacred breath, O fire of love …  
O most pure fountain  
through whom it is known  
that God has united strangers  
and inquired after the lost. …  
 
You always draw out knowledge,  
bringing joy through Wisdom's       
inspiration.  
 
Therefore, praise be to you  
who are the sound of praise  
and the greatest prize of Life,  
who are hope and richest honor  
bequeathing the reward of Light. 


